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The Glory of Indian Literature

Ever since human beings have invented scripts, writing has reflected the culture, lifestyle,
society and the polity of contemporary society. In the process, each culture evolved its
own language and created a huge literary base. This literary base of a civilization tells us
about the evolution of each of its languages and culture through the span of centuries.

o9 ¥ HJsT o Al & sy fhar 8, of@el o HHAeleT FATST B GEhid, Shae
e, e 3R TR Fr ufaffa frar ¥ =@ ufRar &, q—aau@ﬁ%ﬁm
wﬁﬁa@raﬂ?wﬁammmmlﬁ@mﬂwwm
3MUR g |l & 3cRrel 7 3HA GA% AT AR Gl & faehrg & a¥ & adrar

gl




Sanskrit is the mother of many Indian languages. The Vedas, Upanishads, Puranas and
Dharmasutras are all written in Sanskrit. There is also a variety of secular and regional
literature. By reading about the languages and literature created in the past, we shall be
able to understand our civilization better and appreciate the diversity and richness of our
culture. All this was possible because of the language that developed during that time.
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Sanskrit is the most ancient language of our country. It is one of the twenty-two languages
listed in the Indian Constitution .The literature in Sanskrit is vast, beginning with the most
ancient thought embodied in the Rig Veda, the oldest literary heritage of mankind, and the
Zend Avesta. It was Sanskrit that gave impetus to the study of linguistics scientifically
during the eighteenth century.
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The great grammarian Panini, analysed Sanskrit and its wordformation in his unrivalled
descriptive grammar Ashtadhyayi. The Buddhist Sanskrit literature includes the rich literature of
the Mahayana school and the Hinayana school also.The most important work of the Hinayana
school is the Mahavastu which is a storehouse of stories. While the Lalitavistara is the most
sacred Mahayana text which supplied literary material for the Buddhacarita of Asvaghosa.
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The Vedas

The Vedas are the earliest known literature in India. The Vedas were written in Sanskrit and
were handed down orally from one generation to the other. Do you know that preservation of
the Vedas till today is one of our most remarkable achievements. To be able to keep such a
literary wealth as the Vedas intact when the art of writing was not thereand there was a paucity
of writing material is unprecedented in world history.

The word ‘Veda' literally means knowledge. In Hindu culture, Vedas are considered as eternal
and divine revelations. They treat the whole world as one human family Vasudev
Kutumbakam.

There are four Vedas, namely, the- Rig Veda, Yajur Veda, Sama Veda and Atharva Veda.Each
Veda consists of the Brahmanas, the Upanishads and the Aranyakas.

The Rig Veda, Sama Veda and the Yajur Veda are collectively known an Traji. In lateryears the
Atharava Veda was incorporated in this group.
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